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He prayed for strength that he might achieve; 

He was made weak that he might obey. 

He prayed for health that he might do greater 
things; 

He was given infirmity that he might do better 
things, 

He prayed for riches that he might be happy: 

He was given poverty that he might be wise. _ 

He prayed for power that he might have the 
praise of men; 

He was given infirmity that he might feel the 


need of God. 

He prayed for all things that he might enjoy 
life; 

He was given life that he might enjoy all things. 


He had received nothing that he asked for— 
all that he hoped for; 


His prayer was answered—-he was most blessed. 


—Author Unknown. 
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EDITORIAL 
While Rome Burns 


We believe time will show—so far as human re- 
lations are concerned—that from the standpoint of 
diplomacy and national security the future of 
America is wrapped up in what she does about 


China. 


With all of our fevered activity in Europe, our 
determination to save nations that show little will 
to be saved, our willingness to pour out billions in 
money and invest the lives of many divisions of 
American troops in a military and economic gamble, 
why do we refuse to take immediate steps in China, 
steps which offer more than a reasonable hope of 
salvaging that great nation and thereby largely re- 
storing the balance of power in the world: steps 
which would cost so little in 


material investment? 


We have been studying this question closely and 
we believe there is but one reason for this colossal 
failure on the part of America—the stubbornness, 
personal prejudice and arrogance of the Secretary of 
State and those who with him are the architects of 
the greatest failure in the history of America. 


This is a strong statement but we believe it can 
be substantiated by the record of the past and the 
facts of the present. As we write this we are due in 
a few hours to go on the air for a thirty-minute 
interview on our China policy. In preparation we 
have been studying the White Paper issued by the 
State Department on our China Policy. We have 
secured a great deal of information from other 
sources. We have in hand a large amount of ma- 
terial sent us by Dr. Walter Judd for use in this 
interview. An impartial study of all this brings con- 
viction that through misinformation, biased reports. 
personal prejudice and a persistent and willful sup- 
pression of tacts, America was led to deliberately 
take sides against our warmest and truest ally in 
the Far East and then to renounce and desert this 
man who had consistently recognized Communism 
for what it is and refused to be sold a bill of goods 
in its favor. 

In the past America has been known for honest 
and honorable dealings with other nations. Through- 
out the years such an attitude and policy character- 
ized our relationships with China. When other na- 
tions exploited China we befriended her. When 
other nations sought territorial and economic priv- 
ileges we put the rights and best interests of China 
first. 


But, at Yalta, Mr. Roosevelt made a deal with 
Marshal Stalin, giving Russia special privileges and 
rights in Manchuria, a part of China, without 
either the knowledge or consent of the Chinese 
Government. History has few incidents so unjust 
or so characterized by double dealing. 


From that time there crept, imperceptibly at 
first, a pro-Communist tinge in our dealings with 
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China. This grew in tempo and force as time went 
on. We finally tried to force a compromise between 
the Nationalists and the Communists, something we 
have not tried in any other nation in the world. To 
justify this position we became bitter critics ot 
General Chiang and the Nationalist Government. 
Instead of seeking ways to salvage and to strengthen 
an ally, tired and worn out with ten years of fight. 
ing our mutual enemy, Japan, we withheld ammu- 
nition (urgently requested by General Wedemeyer 
in his report, which was suppressed). Worst of all, 
we deluded ourselves into thinking the Chinese 
Communist leaders were really not Communists but 
“agrarian reformers.” We swallowed the barrage 
of propaganda which poured day after day from 
‘The Daily Worker” in New York. 

We could go on for pages—this has been written 
to show that our policy towards China in recent 
vears has not been calculated, to say the least 
preserve those who were our friends and allies 1 
who right now we need so much. 


Let us consider: Lhere are now 500,000 anc, 
Communist Chinese troops in Formosa. ‘Vhere are 
1,600,000 anti-Communist Guerrillas on the main 
land of China. The people of China have experi- 
enced the realities of Communism and they are dis. 
illusioned, bitter and longing for relief. 


Now is the time for immediate reversal of ou: 
policy towards General Chiang and the National- 
ists. By giving this large anti-Communist force, 
and those on the mainland, the moral support they 
deserve and the ammunition they need we could. 
within a few short weeks and with wise leadership. 
bring such dismay and chaos to the Communists 


_that there is strong reason to believe China could be 


won back, and that by the Chinese themselves. 


Our delay; our unwillingness to acknowledge vu: 
mistakes; our apparent complete loss of initiative 
towards this great potential for a reversal of the 
situation in our favor; all these questions and other- 
make the heart sick and at the same time arouse u- 
to ask: “Why permit this continued fiddling in 
Washington while the Rome of immediate oppor- 
tunity burns, possibly never to be saved ?”’ 


As Christian citizens we should bring such pre-- 
sure on our elected representatives that they shal! 
awake before it is too late. A complete revamping 
of the State Department may be necessary. Then 
let us demand such changes as are necessary. 


We believe the China situation can be saved— 
but we believe the opportunity for such salvage wil! 
not last long. The situation and the opportunitie- 
demand immediate action! ! —L.N.B. 


After writing the above, we see Mr. Owen Latt- 
more, “expert” on Asia and China, has given an 
interview to United Nations reporters advising that 
we “write off’ the Nationalist Government and 
permit the Communists to take Formosa. 


In the light of the present situation in China, the 
recrudescence of the Nationalist efficiency and in- 
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fluence on the main-land, the fact that General 
Chiang now has 500,000 well trained troops in For- 
mosa, the complete disillusionment of the Chinese 
as to what Communism, this “advice” from Mr. 
Lattimore is typical of the influence and advice 
which has been exerted on our State Department 
tor the past five years. 


()ne does not have to be a Communist if his in- 
fluence and advice coincides with the plans and 
desires of the Communists. —L.N.B. 


Crushed Hearts 


“When my heart is overwhelmed within me.” 
—Psalm 61:2. 


There are few of us who do not have crushed 
hearts at times. 


Sometimes our hearts are crushed by a sense of 
sin. Peter's heart was crushed when the Lord turned 
and looked upon him, and from his bruised heart 
came a flood of tears. It would be well for us and 
well for our land if more of us had such hearts. 
There are too few of us who are “sighing and 
crying’ because of sin. 


Sometimes by the burden of sorrow. | knew such 
a tamily: you know of many others. Sickness and 
bereavement are household companions to many 
people throughout our country. 


Then, too, by the conditions in our nation and in 
the world. If we think at all, we must have troubled 
minds. We look at our world and we see the forces 
of evil overwhelmingly strong. What can God’s 
people do in the face of such tremendous odds? 


Then, when we turn our eyes upon our own 
country our hearts are crushed indeed. Where have 
honesty and purity and patriotism and statesmanship 
gone? In the most serious emergency of our country 
the corruption of our inner life is being revealed in 
a sickening way. Truly, all of us who love America 
must have crushed hearts as we listen to the re- 
volting story printed in our newspapers and heralded 
over the radio. Our enemies must laugh as they, too, 
listen. 

There is only one refuge for crushed hearts; “the 
Rock that is higher than I.”” May our God lead us to 
the Rock! —J.K.P. 


The Majesty Of The Divine 
Glory Is Too High For 
Us To Comprehend 


This is John Calvin’s doctrine of the sovereignty 
of God. When he comes to Providence, Calvin re- 
jects as Stoicism a concatenated system of Causes. 
The course of future events is certain from God's 
standpoint, and uncertain (except for such things as 
He has promised) from ours. 


And this veil of mystery is used by God as one 
means of maintaining our moral responsibility. 
Again faith, the knowledge which the Holy Spirit 
gives us from the Word, is more of certainty than 
of comprehension. Calvin no doubt held, as Thorn- 
well did, with Gregory of Nazianzen: “I love the 
Lord because I know Him; I adore Him because | 
cannot comprehend Him.” 


When it came to the fall of man, Calvin followed 
Augustine in ascribing it solely to the will of Adam 
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who had full power of contrary choice; and Calvin 
also declared the fall to be in the decree of God. 
No, he did not try to reconcile much less to subsume 
the two thoughts under a general concept of philo- 
sophical necessity or moral determinism. 


Our confession teaches that God has endued the 
will of man with that natural liberty, that is neither 
forced nor by any absolute necessity of nature, 
determined to good or evil. 


For Edwards and his followers man’s spiritual 
inability rests on a philosophical or a psychological 
scheme of moral determinism; for Augustine, Luth- 
er, Calvin and Girardeau it rests on the fall of 
Adam. But the tall of Adam, a good man, does not 
square with the Edwardean doctrine of the will’s 
being alway> determined by the nature of the self. 
Calvin, who based the Fall on the will acting in the 
full power of contrary choice, magnified the gravity 
and heinousness of the first sin. This primitive good 
man did do an abominable thing, a hateful thing, the 
enormity of which only God can measure—only the 
Cross of Christ can reveal. 

William Cunningham, the ablest of the Scottish 
theologians, has an excellent article on Calvinism 
and philosophical necessity. In this article, he is 
very sympathetic toward the Edwardeanism which 
his friend Chakmers was advocating. But as a 
scholar, he pointed out that Calvinism and _ philo- 
sophical necessity are not synonymous. One might be 
a Calvinist without subscribing to philosophical 
necessity, and indeed the Calvinisms of John Calvin 
and of the Westminster Confession are not based on 
this later Edwardean form of Calvinism. 


Recent students of Calvin—A. Lecert, W. A 
Hauck, Wm. Pauck—are agreed that Calvin was a 
Biblical theologian. He was a reformer whose faith 
was strong enough to hold to the apparently dis. 
cordant teachings of the Word without thereby 
breaking. If you wish to call his theology a system 
it is a synthesis of antithetical propositions given in 
God’s Word. The Word teaches that all things are 
according to the counsel of God’s will. The Word 
teaches that Adam fell solely by his own will—we 
would add with our Confession, also by the solicita 
tion of Satan—and so Calvin held and taught both 


The effort to bring them under a common psy. 
chological, moral or philosophical scheme of human 
thinking he rejected as a Stoic concatenated series of 
causes. The message of the Bible is conveyed neither 
by the two words “philosophical necessity,” nor by 
the two “moral determinism ;” it is conveyed by the 


words: JESUS CHRIST. 


One of our students was recently studying thar 
difficult passage in Hebrews 6:4-6. With one ex: 


ception, every Calvinistic commentary seemed to 


evade the natural meaning of the words—one com 
mentary which gave the natural meaning was written 
by John Calvin. When he came to die, Calvin 
called the Geneva ministers to his bedside and said: 
“I have not to my knowledge corrupted or twisted 
a single text.’’ Calvin tried to subordinate his teach- 
ing to the Word. Too often his followers have 
sought to force the Word to fit their “Calvinistic 
system.” Calvin believed in the sovereignty of God 
in the sense that the majesty of the Divine Glory is 
too high for us to comprehend. —Wnm.C.R. 


Martyrs 


We have just read a documented statement which 
shows that probably more people were killed in 1950 
because they were Christians than during the entire 
era of Roman persecution of the early Church. 


On one day alone the Communists killed 10,000 
Christians in Seoul while the total number of 
martyrs in Korea will probably never be known. 
There is reason for fear for Christians in China 
now. 


In Colombia, S. A., there has been a concerted 
attempt to liquidate Protestant Christians. These 
atrocities, carried out by fanatics of the Roman 
Catholic faith, have apparently had the tacit sanc- 
tion of the government as well as local church 
leaders. ‘he National Association of Evangelicals 
and the Board of World Missions of the U.S.A. 
Presbyterian Church have protested to our State 
Department hoping to bring some relief to these 
Colombian Christians, as well as missionaries, by 
direct representation by our government. 


The catalogue of persecution of Christians covers 
those areas where either Communism rules, or 
where Roman Catholicism dominates and fanatical 
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groups are permitted to operate in the guise of re 
ligious zeal. 


in this connection we would urge our readers to 
pray earnestly for Rev. Frank W. Price, reportedly 
now held in Shanghai, and for Dr. Joe Wilkerson, 
who is not permitted to leave Kashing; also for five 
of our single women missionaries seeking exit per- 
mits from their interior stations, and for Mrs. Frank 
W. Price in Shanghai. Let us pray without ceasing 
for these of our own number and for all who are 
suffering because of their Christian faith. 


—L.N.B. 


Our most powerful prayer, our most faithful ser- 
vice and our most capable action are our most useless 
work when done without our utmost desire being to 


honor God. 


Change Of Address 


When changing address, please notify us if 
possible at least three weeks in advance. Send 
both old and new address. A label from a 
Journal going to the old address should be 
enclosed when possible. Allow three weeks 
after change of address if not sent in advance. 
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Calvin’s Doctrine 
Of The Church 


‘The Church of Christ has lived, and will con- 
rinue to live, as long as Christ shall reign at the 
right hand of the Father, by whose power she is 
preserved in safety. For He will undoubtedly per- 
form what He once promised, to be with His people 
even to the end of the world (Mt. 28.20). The 
Church may exist without any visible form. Its 
form is distinguished by the pure preaching of God’s 
Word, and the legitimate administration of the 
sacraments.” 


Dedication to the Institutes 
edition of 1536. 


In his Reply to Sadoleto given September 1, 1539, 
(alvin said: ““Now, if you can bear to receive a 
truer definition of the Church than your own, say, 
in future, that it is the society of all the saints, a 
society which, spread over the whole world, and 
existing in all ages, yet bound together by the one 
doctrine, and the one Spirit of Christ, cultivates and 
observes unity of faith and brotherly accord. With 
this Church we deny that we have any disagreement. 
Nay, rather, as we revere her as our mother, so we 
desire to remain in her bosom.” 


In the definitive edition of the Institutes (1V. 
1.7) he writes: “The word, Church, is used in the 
sacred Scriptures in two senses. Sometimes it is that 
into) which none are received but those who by 
adoption and grace are the children of God, and by 
the sanctification of the Spirit are the true members 


of Christ. And then it comprehends not only the 
saints at one time resident on earth, but all the elect 
who have lived from the beginning of the world. 


‘But the word, Church, is frequently used in the 
Scriptures to designate the whole multitude, dis- 
persed all over the world, who profess to worship 
one God and Jesus Christ, who are initiated into 
this faith by baptism, who testify their unity in pure 
doctrine and charity by participation of the sacred 
supper, who consent to the Word of the Lord, and 
preserve the ministry which Christ has instituted 
for the purpose of preaching it. In this Church are 
included many hypocrites, who have nothing of 
Christ but the name and appearance; many persons 
ambitious, avaricious, envious, slanderous, and dis- 
solute in their lives, who are tolerated for a time, 
either because they cannot be convicted by a legiti- 
mate process, or because discipline is not always 
maintained with sufficient vigor. As it is necessary, 
therefore, to believe that Church which is invisible 
to us, and known to God alone, so this Church, 
which is visible to men, we are commanded to honor, 
and to maintain communion with it.” 

Again, (1V. i, 10, 11). “The Marks by which 
the Church is to be distinguished are the preaching 
of the Word and the administration of the sacra- 
ments. A departure from the Church is a renucia- 
tion of God and Christ.” “There is nothing that 
Satan labors more to accomplish than to efface and 
obliterate these marks and so to take away all true 
and genuine distinction of the Church or to inspire 
us with contempt of them and to drive us out of 
the Church by an open separation.” —-Wm.C.R. 


MIARKS OF A CHRISTIAN 


“He that does righteousness is born of God.” (I 
John 2:29). A Christian is in real measure a holy 
person. He seeks to live according to God’s Word 
and Will—to do what pleases God and to avoid the 
things God hates. He trusts Christ as his Saviour, 
wishes to obey His commands—to follow Him. He 
is not perfect—none will tell you that sooner than 
himself. He finds sin within him constantly warring 
ayainst grace and trying to draw him away from 
(jod. But in spite of all shortcomings, the average 
bent and bias of his way is holy—in doings, tastes. 
habits. Like a ship beating up against a contrary 
wind, the general course of his life is im one direc- 
tlon—toward God and for God. Such are amongst 
the number of those of whom God’s Son spake when 
Lie said: “All the Father giveth Me shall come to 
Me.” Not for anything good in us—but because God 
works in those sinners He has chosen to save “both 
tv will and to do of His good pleasure,” to learn 
His Gospel; to believe it; to repent of sin and to 
tollow Christ. (Adapted from Bishop Ryle as in 
“Knots Untied.’’) 


Tell Your Friends About The Journal 
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THE UNPARDONABLE SIN 
(Matthew 12:31,32, etc.) 


“This sin consists in the wilful rejection and 
slandering of the witness of the Holy Spirit respect- 
ing Jesus Christ—attributing the good He is and 
to the devil, out of hatred and emnity to Christ. 
Thus in those who have committed this sin we may 
expect to find a pronounced hatred of God, a de- 
light in ridiculing and slandering that which is holy 
and absolute unconcern respecting the welfare of 
their own souls and the future life. Since this sin ts 
not followed by repentance, we may be sure that 
they who fear that they have committed it—have 
not committed it.’ (Adapted from “The Manual 
of Reformed Doctrine,” by Rev. L, Berkof). “As 
there is no sin so small but it deserves damnation, so 
there is no sin so great, that it can bring damnation 
upon those who truly repent.” (Westminster Con- 
fession of the Christian Faith, Chapter 15). 


“WASH ME AND I SHALL BE WHITER 
THAN SNOW” (Psalm 51) 


“Make this prayer your own. Often go alone and 
look up to Jesus, Who died for our sins, and say, 
‘Wash me.’ I am glad, dear boy, you think God is 
afflicting you to bring you to Himself. But then, see 
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who had tull power of contrary choice; and Calvin 
also declared the fall to be in the decree of God. 
No, he did not try to reconcile much less to subsume 
the two thoughts under a general concept of philo- 
sophical necessity or moral determinism. 


Our confession teaches that God has endued the 
will of man with that natural liberty, that is neither 
forced nor by any absolute necessity of nature, 
determined to gaod or evil. 


For Edwards and his followers man’s spiritual 
inability rests on a philosophical or a psychological 
scheme of moral determinism; for Augustine, Luth- 
er, Calvin and Girardeau it rests on the fall of 
Adam. But the tall of Adam, a good man, does not 
square with the Edwardean doctrine of the will’s 
being always determined by the nature of the self. 
Calvin, who based the Fall on the will acting in the 
full power «f contrary choice, magnified the gravity 
and heinousness of the first sin. This primitive good 
man did do an abominable thing, a hateful thing, the 
enormity of which only God can measure—only the 
Cross of Christ can reveal. 

William Cunningham, the ablest of the Scottish 
theologians, has an excellent article on Calvinism 
and philosophical necessity. In this article, he is 
very sympathetic toward the Edwardeanism which 
his friend Chahmers was advocating. But as a 
scholar, he pointed out that Calvinism and _philo- 
sophical necessity are not synonymous. One might be 
a Calvinist without subscribing to philosophical 
necessity, and indeed the Calvinisms of John Calvin 
and of the Westminster Confession are not based on 
this later Edwardean form of Calvinism. 


Recent students of Calvin—A. Lecert, W. A 
Hauck, Wm. Pauck—are agreed that Calvin was a 
Biblical theologian. He was a reformer whose faith 
was strong enough to hold to the apparently dis. 
cordant teachings of the Word without thereby 
breaking. If you wish to call his theology a system 
it is a synthesis of antithetical propositions given in 
(GGod’s Word. The Word teaches that all things are 
according to the counsel of God’s will. The Word 
teaches that Adam fell solely by his own will—we 
would add with our Confession, also by the solicita 


tion of Satan—and so Calvin held and taught both 


The effort to bring them under a common psy: 
chological, moral or philosophical scheme of human 
thinking he rejected as a Stoic concatenated series of 
causes. The message of the Bible is conveyed neithe: 
by the two words “philosophical necessity,” nor by 
the two “moral determinism;” it is conveyed by the 


words: JESUS CHRIST. 


One of our students was recently studying that 
difficult passage in Hebrews 6:4-6. With one ex. 
ception, every Calvinistic commentary seemed to 
evade the natural meaning of the words—one com 
mentary which gave the natural meaning was written 
by John Calvin. When he came to die, Calvin 
called the Geneva ministers to his bedside and said: 
“I have not to my knowledge corrupte 
4 single text.’’ Calvin tried to subordinate 
ing to the Word. Too often his followers 
sought to force the Word to fit their “Calvinistic 
system.”’ Calvin believed in the sovereignty of God 
in the sense that the majesty of the Divine Glory is 
too high for us to comprehend. —Wm.C.R. 


Martyrs 


We have just read a documented statement which 
shows that probably more people were killed in 1950 
because they were Christians than during the entire 
era of Roman persecution of the early Church. 


On one day alone the Communists killed 10,000 
Christians in Seoul while the total number of 
martyrs in Korea will probably never be known. 
There is reason for fear for Christians in China 
now. 


In Colombia, S. A., there has been a concerted 
attempt to liquidate Protestant Christians. These 
atrocities, carried out by fanatics of the Roman 
Catholic faith, have apparently had the tacit sanc- 
tion of the government as well as local church 
leaders. ‘The National Association of Evangelicals 
and the Board of World Missions of the U.S.A. 
Presbyterian Church have protested to our State 
Department hoping to bring some relief to these 
Colombian Christians, as well as missionaries, by 
direct representation by our government. 


The catalogue of persecution of Christians covers 
those areas where either Communism rules, or 
where Roman Catholicism dominates and fanatical 
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groups are permitted to operate in the guise of re- 
ligious zeal. 


In this connection we would urge our readers to 
pray earnestly for Rev. Frank W. Price, reportedly 
now held in Shanghai, and for Dr. Joe Wilkerson, 
who is not permitted to leave Kashing; also for five 
of our single women missionaries seeking exit per- 
mits from their interior stations, and for Mrs. Frank 
W. Price in Shanghai. Let us pray without ceasing 
for these of our own number and for all who are 
suffering because of their Christian faith. 


—L.N.B. 


Our most powerful prayer, our most faithful ser- 
vice and our most capable action are our most useless 
work when done without our utmost desire being to 


honor God. 
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enclosed when possible. Allow three weeks 
after change of address if not sent in advance. 
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Calvin’s Doctrine 
Of The Church 


‘The Church of Christ has lived, and will con- 
rinue to live, as long as Christ shall reign at the 
right hand of the Father, by whose power she is 
preserved in safety. For He will undoubtedly per- 
form what He once promised, to be with His people 
even to the end of the world (Mt. 28.20). The 
Church may exist without any visible form. Its 
form is distinguished by the pure preaching of God’s 
Word, and the legitimate administration of the 
sacraments.” 


Dedication to the Institutes 


edition of 1536. 


In his Reply to Sadoleto given September 1, 1539, 
Calvin said: “Now, if you can bear to receive a 
truer definition of the Church than your own, say, 
in future, that it is the society of all the saints, a 
society which, spread over the whole world, and 
existing in all ages, yet bound together by the one 
doctrine, and the one Spirit of Christ, cultivates and 
observes unity of faith and brotherly accord. With 
this Church we deny that we have any disagreement. 
Nay, rather, as we revere her as our mother, so we 
desire to remain in her bosom.” 


ln the definitive edition of the Institutes (1V. 
1.7) he writes: “The word, Church, is used in the 
sacred Scriptures in two senses. Sometimes it is that 
into) which none are received but those who by 
adoption and grace are the children of God, and by 
the sanctification of the Spirit are the true members 


of Christ. And then it comprehends not only the 
saints at one time resident on earth, but all the elect 
who have lived from the beginning of the world. 


‘But the word, Church, is frequently used in the 
Scriptures to designate the whole multitude, dis- 
persed all over the world, who profess to worship 
one God and Jesus Christ, who are initiated into 
this faith by baptism, who testify their unity in pure 
doctrine and charity by participation of the sacred 
supper, who consent to the Word of the Lord, and 
preserve the ministry which Christ has instituted 
for the purpose of preaching it. In this Church are 
included many hypocrites, who have nothing of 
Christ but the name and appearance; many persons 
ambitious, avaricious, envious, slanderous, and dis- 
solute in their lives, who are tolerated for a time, 
either because they cannot be convicted by a legiti- 
mate process, or because discipline is not always 
maintained with sufficient vigor. As it is necessary, 
therefore, to believe that Church which is invisible 
to us, and known to God alone, so this Church, 
which is visible to men, we are commanded to honor, 
and to maintain communion with it.” 


Again, (1V. i, 10, 11). “The Marks by which 
the Church is to be distinguished are the preaching 
of the Word and the administration of the sacra- 
ments. A departure from the Church is a renucia- 
tion of God and Christ.” “There is nothing that 
Satan labors more to accomplish than to efface and 
obliterate these marks and so to take away all true 
and genuine distinction of the Church or to inspire 
us with contempt of them and to drive us out of 
the Church by an open separation.” —Wm.C.R. 


MARKS OF A CHRISTIAN 


‘He that does righteousness is born of God.” (I 
John 2:29). A Christian is in real measure a holy 
person. He seeks to live according to Ged’s Word 
and Will—to do what pleases God and to avoid the 
things God hates. He trusts Christ as his Saviour, 
wishes to obey His commands—to follow Him. He 
is not perfect—none will tell you that sooner than 
himself. He finds sin within him constantly warring 
ayainst grace and trying to draw him away from 
(jod. But in spite of all shortcomings, the average 
bent and bias of his way is holy—in doings, tastes, 
habits. Like a ship beating up against a contrary 
wind, the general course of his life is in one direc- 
tion—toward God and for God. Such are amongst 
the number of those of whom God’s Son spake when 
lie said: “All the Father giveth Me shall come to 
\le.”” Not for anything good in us—but because God 
works in those sinners He has chosen to save “both 
to will and to do of His good pleasure,” to learn 
His Gospel; to believe it; to repent of sin and to 
tollow Christ. (Adapted from Bishop Ryle as in 
“Knots Untied.”’) 


Tell Your Friends About The Journal 
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THE UNPARDONABLE SIN 
(Matthew 12:31,32, etc.) 


“This sin consists in the wilful rejection and 
slandering of the witness of the Holy Spirit respect- 
ing Jesus Christ—attributing the good He is and 
to the devil, out of hatred and emnity to Christ. 
Thus in those who have committed this sin we may 
expect to find a pronounced hatred of God, a de- 
light in ridiculing and slandering that which is holy 
and absolute unconcern respecting the welfare of 
their own souls and the future life. Since this sin ts 
not followed by repentance, we may be sure that 
they who fear that they have committed it—have 
not committed it.” (Adapted from “The Manual 
of Reformed Doctrine,” by Rev. L, Berkof). “As 
there is no sin so small but it deserves damnation, so 
there is no sin so great, that it can bring damnation 
upon those who truly repent.” (Westminster Con- 
fession of the Christian Faith, Chapter 15). 


“WASH ME AND I SHALL BE WHITER 
THAN SNOW” (Psalm 51) 


‘Make this prayer your own. Often go alone and 
look up to Jesus, Who died for our sins, and say, 
‘Wash me.’ I am glad, dear boy, you think God is 
afflicting you to bring you to Himself. But then, see 
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that He does bring you to Himself. Do not delay. 
The lake of fire and brimstone stretches beneath 
every soul that lives in sin.” (From a letter by the 
late Rev. Robert McCheyne, of St. Peter’s Presby- 
terian Church. Dundee, Scotland). 


WHY CHRIST SUFFERED 
AND DIED 


[t is written: “Cursed is everyone that hangs on 
a tree.’’ Now Christ hung upon the cross, therefore 
He fell under that curse. But it is certain that He 
did not suffer that punishment on His own account. 
It follows, therefore, either that He was crucified 
in vain, or that our curse (the penalty due us for 
our sins from God) was laid upon Him, in order 
that we—who believe on Him—might be delivered 
from it.”’ “Again how would He have freed us from 
the wrath of God, if He had no ttransferred it from 
us to Himself? Thus “He was wounded for our 
transgressions.”’ (Isaiah 53). Thus He had to deal 
with His Father (God) as an angry Judge. This 
is the foolishness of the Cross, which not only ex- 
ceeds, but swallows up all the wisdom of the 
world.” (John Calvin on Galatians 3:13, in part). 


Congregations Are— 

Their Properties Are Not— 
Subject To The Control 

Of The Assembly 


This Doctrine Of The Old School Assembly 
Of 1839 Is Endorsed By Our 
General Assembly Of 1875 


The Presbyterian Church in the United States 
separated from the Presbyterian Church, USA be- 
tore the Walnut Street Case was pressed by the 
latter body. We had no part in that decision and 
hence the USA Assemblies’ action thereon are not 
part of the precedents of our courts. More than 
that at least three of our General Assemblies con- 
demned the position of the Supreme Court and of 
the USA Assemblies in the Walnut Street Decision, 
namely, the Assembly of 1867, Minutes p. 144; the 
Assembly of 1870, Minutes p. 540; the Assembly of 
1875, Minutes, pp 17, 88-89. 


On the other hand our General Assembly was 
organized in 1861 out of the Southern part of the 
Old School Presbyterian Church and in its first act 
adopted as our own the Constitution of the body 
from which we separated with the mere changes of 
the name of the new organization. Thus, it would 
seem that we carried over the decisions of the Old 
School body as having at least some value in determ- 
ining the meaning of the Constitution we adopted. 


We are not, however, left to inference. The 
Southern Assembly of 1875 in the same action by 
which it condemned the Walnut Street Decision 
endorsed instead the principles of “equity and fair 
dealing as becometh Christians” which were approv- 
ed by the Old School and the New School Assemblies 
in their separation of 1837-1838, particularly as 
found in Baird’s Digest, p. 800. In this Digest, the 
Old School Assembly of 1838, p. 158 is cited as to 


local or congregational property as follows: 


“With reference to all Institutions, Corporations, 
Congregations, and other public persons or bodies in 
connection with us, but holding property for ecclesi- 
astical purposes, or for religious and benevolent 
uses, which property is not subject to the control of 
the Assembly, although the said persons, Institu- 
tions, or (Congregations may be, in all such cases 
where difficulties relating to property have arisen 
or shall arise, in consequence of the long and painful 
disorders and divisions in our Church, we advise all 
our members and friends to act on the general 
principles heretofore laid down, and with the spirit 
of candour, forbearance, and equity which has dic- 
tated this Act.” 


Earlier parts of the same act show that the Old 
School Assembly directed its trustees to use these 
same Christian principles in matters relating to 
common or assembly held properties, in which the 
civil courts had recognized the Old School Assembls 
as the true successor to the undivided Assembly. Our 
concern here is with the congregational properties 
of which the above is the position of the Old School 
Assembly endorsed by our 1875 Assembly. In this 
quotation note: (1) that the Assembly asserts its 
control over congregations, but not over their 
properties; (2) the Assembly does not direct the 
congregations as to the matters of their local proper- 
ties but merely advises them; (3) that it advises 
them to settle the matter as to whether the Old 
School or the New School group is to have a certain 
local property not on any assumed ownership by the 
Assembly or other court above the congregation, but 
on the Christian principles of candour, forbearance 
and equity. 


Congregations like Carmel in North Alabama 
and Decatur in Atlanta Presbytery carried their 
local property with them by vote of the congrega- 
tions when they left the USA Church and entered 
the Southern Church. Where has that right been 


abrogated ? 


Some are saying that paragraph 164 gives the 
Presbytery a club under which it can dissolve « 
congregation and take its property if it does not do 
as the Presbytery directs in the matter of this 
property. A study of the General Assemblies out ot 
which this paragraph issued shows that it was adop- 
ted to deal with the property of congregations that 
had died to prevent escheat to the state. At first the 
provision was that the proceeds of said property 
were to be used for home missions. Futhermore, one 
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ot these adopting assemblies (1923) carefully dis- 
tinguishes the two distinct bodies: (1) the religious 
body of Christians professing the Presbyterian faith, 
and (2) the civil body recognizing the laws orga- 
nized for temporal purposes. Although the member- 
ship of the two bodies is identical, the “distinction 
hetween the two bodies always exists’ (p. 123). 

Certainly paragraph 164 was not approved by 
commissioners frorh congregations which have al- 
ways owned their local properties in fee simple with 
the understanding that they were thereby turning 
over the ownership of their churches and manses to 
the General Assembly. 

These men had and we have the Book of Church 
(rder paragraph 57 stating that our courts are 


altogether distinct from the civil magistracy, nor 
have they any jurisdiction in political or civil affairs. 
“They have no power to inflict temporal pains and 
penalties, but their authority is in all respects moral 
and spiritual.”” The interpretation that paragraph 
164 puts a club consisting of the temporal penalty of 
being stripped of local property into the hands of 
the presbytery (and ultimately of the General As- 
sembly) is out of harmony with this clear statement 
in paragraph 57. Further, paragraph 45 states that 
the deacons “shall have the care of the property of 
the congregation, both real and personal, and shall 
keep in proper repair the church edifice and other 
buildings BELONGING TO THE CONGRE- 
GATION” (emphasis supplied). .—Wzm.C.R. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR APRIL 15 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Pertod of the Patriarchs 


Scripture: Genesis 12-17. Devotional Reading: 
Hebrews 11:8-12. 


While this lesson is called, ‘““The Period of the Patriarchs,” our study is confined to Abraham, the first 
and greatest of them. (If we do not count Terah). Isaac, Jacob and Joseph were of the number. These were 
great men, or rather, as someone has said, they were ordinary men who had a great God, and trusted Him. 
lt was their faith which enabled them to be great. They were men of whom it could be said: God was not 
ashamed to be called their God. I wonder if God is ashamed of us and our little faith? 


| would like to think of Abraham in these three 
ways: (1) The Call of Abram, (2) The Character 
of Abraham, and (3) The Covenant God made 
with Abraham. 


1. The Call of Abram. 
12:1-8 


It would seem that the call came first while 
Terah, his father, was alive, (11:31, 32), “And 
Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of 
Haran his son’s son, and Sarai his daughter in law, 
his son Abram’s wife—to go into the land of 
Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and dwelt 
there—and Terah died in Haran.” 


Dr. Whyte, in his Bible Characters, has some 
striking things to say about Terah and Abram. 


“The first Jew was a Gentile. The first Hebrew 
was a heathen. The father of the faithful himself 
was, to begin with, a child of wrath even as others 
... « But, with all his excellent natural qualities 
and abilities, and with all that Terah could teach 
his son—and then, to crown all, when he took his 
statf in his hand and walked out of Ur not knowing 
whither he went—with all that parental instruction 
and example, Abram had, himself, great things both 
to undergo and to perform before he was ready to 
be made the father of a faithful seed. A great 
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bereavement, a great disappointment, a great temp- 
tation, a great transgression, a great humiliation, 
and a great surrender of his rights—all these great 
experiences, and more than all these, had to be 
passed through, and their full fruits had to be 
reaped up into Abram’s heart and life and character, 
before Abram could be trusted, and could be counted 
on, as the foundation stone of the Old Testament 
Church; and before the patriarchs, and prophets, 
and psalmists, and kings of Israel could be built 
upon him.” 


In the beginning of chapter 12 we have God's 
call to Abram. It was a call to forsake country and 
kindred and go to a land “that I will show thee,” 
a call to give up all false gods and follow the true 
God. There is a definite part, and an indefinite 
part—the land that God would show him. He was 
to be a pioneer, a pioneer of faith, we might say. 
We naturally think of other pioneers, like Colombus 


and other early explorers of the New World, of the 
men who went West in covered wagons, of those 
who searched for the North Pole. This call was 
to become a spiritual pioneer, not to material wealth 
or fame. 


It was a call, however, to a great future. There 


was a glorious promise attached to the call: a 
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promise of his becoming a “great nation,” of “thy 
name great,” and “in thee shall all the nations of 
the earth be blessed.”” Today we look back and see 
how all these promises have been gloriously fulfilled. 
There is no name among mere men in history much 
greater than that of Abram. 


Abram departed from Haran and came into the 
land of Canaan. He was but a sojourner there, a 
“stranger and pilgrim,” so to speak, but he had the 
promise that it would one day belong to his descend- 
ents. In this call and Abram’s obedience to it we 
have the beginnings of the great Hebrew race which 
has been such a blessing to the world, as it conserved 
the true religion until, in the fullness of time, the 
Messiah should come. 


Il. The Character of Abram (Abraham). 
(As seen in all the selections. ) 


His character is revealed in these chapters as we 
study him in relation to things, people and especially, 


(sod. 


|. Faith is the outstanding trait of character, as 
it is of all the patriarchs. It took faith for him to 
venture forth on the word of God, not knowing 
where he was going. It took faith for him to be a 
sojourner, not a possessor, and holding merely the 
“title-deeds” to the land. It took faith for him to 
wait for the fulfillment of the promise of a son. 
(He appeared to waver in this at times). The great- 
est exhibition of his faith is not found in the chapters 
we study today, but was shown when he offered up 
[saac upon the altar. 


2. Generosity, or big-heartedness. ‘This comes out 
in a striking way in connection with his nephew Lot. 
Here we see the giant and the pigmy side by side. 
Lot’s littleness and selfishness, and Abram’s gen- 
erous proposition. 


3. His proud independence. In Genesis 14:23 he 
says to the king of Sodom, “I will not take from a 
thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not 
take anything that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, 
| have made Abram rich.” 


+. His courage and ability as a fighter. We rarely 
think of Abram as a soldier, but his one military 
venture was a splendid success. When Lot was taken 
captive in the fight between the kings, in chapter 14, 
Abram arms his servants, pursues the enemy and 
rescues his nephew. 


5. Man of prayer. His great intercessory prayer 
in behalf of Sodom, and Lot, is one of the great 
pravers of the Bible. We see evidence of his constant 
communion with God. Talking with God is prayer 
of the best sort. 


6. His frailties. ‘The Bible tells us the truth 
about even the greatest of its heroes. He seems to be 
weakest in his strongest point: faith. 


(a) In connection with Sarai his wife. Both in 
the case of Pharoah and later, of Abimelech, he 
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suggests to Sarai that she pass herself off as his 
sister, instead of his wife. He appears lacking both 
in faith and courage, to say nothing of truthfulness. 
A half-truth, when told to deceive, is the worst 
form of lying. He got into trouble in both cases, 
and no doubt felt ashamed as he was rebuked hy 
these heathen. 


(b) His yielding to Sarai in the matter ot Hagar. 
‘This brought untold heartaches and dissention into 
his home. How much better for both if they had 
waited patiently for God to keep His promise! 


LIl. Covenants with Abraham: 


Chapters 12, 13, 15, 17 


God is a covenant-making and a covenant-keeping 
(god, and these covenants with Abraham are ver 
outstanding. As our catechism says, A covenant is 
an agreement between two or more persons. 


REV. JAMES HARVEY VISER, D.D. 


Word has just been received that Rev. James 
Harvey Viser, D.D. passed away at his home at 
Greenville, S. C. Thursday, March 22. Our readers 
will remember the fine letter from him which we 
printed in a recent issue of the Journal. He had 
been a sufferer with an incurable malady tor 
several years. He realized that but for a miracle he 
could not get well, vet he continued in active service 


for his Lord. 


His spirit of love and devotion to the Lord and 
his fine Christian optimism was an inspiration to all 
who knew him. 


He was born in Clarksville, Venn., the son ot 
the Rev. Edmund D. Viser and Alice Walker 
Hardy Viser. A graduate of Fredericksburg College 
and of Union Theological Seminary, he served the 
following churches as stated supply: Burkeville, Va. : 
Welch, W. Va.; Midland, Vexas; Huntington, 
W. Va. 


He was associate pastor of Bream Memorial 
Church, Charleston, W. Va. He was pastor of St. 
Albans and Layfette churches, Norfolk, Va.; pastor 
of Third Church, Greenville, S. C., of McCarter 
Church and of Northminster Church in Green- 
ville. Central University of Richmond, Va., con- 
ferred the degree of doctor of divinity in 1924. 


Heart, head and hands, 
Are what our Christ demands. 
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1. The promise of God in connection with his call 
is to all intents and purposes, a covenant. Abram 
agrees by obeying the call. 


2. In Chapter 13, after Abram and Lot separate, 
and Lot pitches his tent toward Sodom, while Abram 
turns to the hill country, God speaks to His servant 
and assures him that he will possess all the land to 
the north, south, east and west. Perhaps Abram was 
feeling somewhat discouraged as he generously let 
Lot choose, and his kinsman had chosen what 
seemed the best part of the land. Again Abram 
accepts the promise of God at face value, and built 
an altar unto the Lord. 


3. In Chapter 15 we have the word “covenant” 
used. Abram is disturbed and discouraged by the fact 
that he is childless. God assures him that he shall 
not only have a son, but that his seed shall be as 
numerous as the stars: “And he brought him forth 
abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and 
tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and 
he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.” 


Now comes the great verse quoted by Paul in 
Romans and Galatians, “And he believed in the 
Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness.” 
God next promises him that he will inherit the 
land, and in answer to Abram’s query, Whereby 
shall I know that I shall inherit it? God tells him 
tO prepare some animals and birds and very solemly 
ratifies, or “cuts” a covenant with Abram, at the 
same time revealing to the patriarch the future 
slavery of Israel in Egypt. (see 13-16) 


+. In Chapter 17, when Abram is 99 years old, 
God more firmly establishes His covenant with him. 
Notice some additional details: 


(a) He changes his name from Abram to Abra- 
ham, a father of many nations. How true this is we 
see from his direct descendants, and many others, 
through Hagar, the Egyptian, Keturah, whom he 
married after the death of Sarai, and also through 
his concubines (see 25:1-6) Then when the chosen 
line was divided in the time of Esau and Jacob, we 
have the nation of Edomites. 


(b) He gives Abraham the sign of circumcision: 
“And he that is eight days old shall be cireumcised 
among you, every man child in your generations, he 
that is born in the house, or bought with money of 
any stranger.’ So both Abraham and Ishmael and 
all the men of his house are circumcised. 


Thy Will - My Will 


A new devotional booklet for Young People’s 
organizations has been published by the Board of 
Education. To be issued quarterly, the booklet 
dears the title of the Young People’s emphasis for 


1951, Thy Will - My Will. 
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JACKSON ... MISSISSIPPI 


Belhaven truly means “college life at its 
best.” Located in a historic, beautiful and 
progressive city, this four-year, fully ac- 
credited Presbyterian college for women 
provides a wholesome, well balanced aca- 
demic, social and religious life. Christian 
atmosphere congenial  associa- 
tions ... sound scholarship artistic 
and vocational training . healthful re- 
creation ... cultural opportunities ... mod- 
erate expense ... these are some of the 
things which are distinctive of Belhaven. 
Get the facts about Belhaven, and you'll 
want to make it the college of YOUR 
choice for next year. 
Write for Catalog and Viewbook 


Dr. G. T. Gillespie ... President 
Dept. E 


Wings For The Soul 


“Service 


My Saviour called me to a task 
I didn’t want to go. 

It didn’t seem important 
And I told Him, “No.” 


I would do a great work 
His Kingdom to advance 
Something to fit my talents 


If | had the chance. 


Some one did the /ittle task 
With love, and help Divine. 

Oh, it must have pleased Him. 
1 wished it had been mine! 


Now when I’m called to service 
With joy I heed the call, 
For in the eyes of Jesus, 
No task of love is small. 


—Mrs. William H. Bennett. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


VESPER TOPICS FOR APRIL 15 
My Church 


Introduction 


REV. W. G. FOSTER, D.D. 


What Does It Mean To Me 


The Psalmist has reminded us that every beast of the forest is God’s, the cattle upon a thousand hills are 
His, and all the treasures of the earth belong to Him. (Psalm 50:10-12). Our Lord Jesus Christ has re- 
minded us that God loves us and cares for us, and how His rich abundance will provide everything we need 
for food, shelter, and clothing. (Matt. 6:26-33). Could such a God need —— else? What do we have 


that we need to give Him? 


When our Lord was preparing for the last supper 
that He would have with His disciples, He instruct- 
ed two of His disciples to go into the city and when 
they found a colt tied, to loose him. He further 
instructed them that if anyone should ask them why 
they are doing it, they were to reply, “Because the 
Lord hath need of him.” In the events that follow 
immediately we see the needs of Christ and how they 
are supplied. Let us outline them. 


Scripture - Luke 19:29-40 


l. Believing Disciples - 
V 29-3] 


When our Lord instructed the two disciples to go 
into the city, He told them they would find a colt 
tied and He also told them what to do if someone 
was to ask them why they were loosing the colt. 
This instruction was not based upon the experience 
of Jesus or the disciples, but was based upon super- 
natural knowledge. They believed Him because it 
was the Christ whe was speaking. 


We today too often are not ready to trust and 
obey until our knowledge is based on experience or 
tied to the numbers of people, or the influence or 
the prestige that will assure us of getting the job 
done. Christ today needs disciples who will believe 
simply because it is the Word of Christ. 


2. Obedient Disciples - 
V 32a 


On the basis ot faith in His supernatural know- 
ledge, these disciples went into the city and obeyed 
the Lord and found what He said to be true. We do 
not really and truly trust until we obey. All too 
many Christians today are ready to believe the 
orthodox statements of faith, but all too few are 
ready to step out in that full yieldness and obedience 
that are the inevitable fruit of geniune trust. When 


Christ speaks we obey. If we love, we keep his 
commandments. 
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3. Convinced Disciples - 
V 32b 


When they arrived they tound things just as 
Christ had said. Their faith had led to obedience 
and was rewarded by confirmation. Today many of 
us believe, but the world of unbelief round about 
us has caused us to doubt, to be hesitant, to be 
intimidated, to be not quite sure of ourselves. Christ 
needs disciples who have believed and obeyed and 
have been convinced because Christ kept His 
promises. 


4. Praising Disciples - 
V 33-40 


When Christ came into the city His disciples 
came with Him. They were exalting Christ in the 
testimony that they gave and the acts that they did 
(V 33-36). They worshiped Him (V 37) and by 
their use of Scriptures, showed that they understood 
His person and work (V 38). 


Today in the church we use the name of Christ 
glibly, but all too often our worship, testimony, and 
understanding of Christ and His message are based 
entirely upon human knowledge and exalt the 
church rather than Christ. Christ today needs men 
who give Him all the pre-eminence, who worship 
Him, and who understand Him and His message in 


the light of the Word of God. 


Conclusion 


What do I mean to my church? You can mean 
many things by your presence, your co-operation, and 
vour gifts. But the way for you to mean most to 
your church is to be the kind of disciple that Christ 
needs in the church and in the world today. If you 
are a believing, obedient, convinced, praising disciple, 
then you will mean the most to your church and to 
Christ. If you are not that kind of a disciple, what- 
ever you may mean you still fall short of what 
Christ needs. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


THE DIVINE CONQUEST, by A. W. Tozer. 
Fleming H. Revell Publishing Co. $1.50. This book 
is a prophetic call to the genuine inward experiences 
of things spiritual. Dr. ‘Tozer advocates a return to 
spiritual reality. He tells us that if we would know 
the power of the Christian faith, our natures must 
be invaded by One from beyond us. Here is a 
message of an original thinker to all who believe but 
whose hearts are still unsatisfied. 


NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS, by lone Low- 
man. Van Kampen Press. $1.75. The important 
doctrines of eight non-Christian religions are here 
presented simply with as little philosophical termin- 
ology as possible. There is also included a chart 
which lists these salient doctrines in a particular 
order so that they may be compared quickly. 


FANNY CROSBY, by Basil Miller. Zondervan 
Publishing House. $1.50. A stirring biography of 
Fanny Crosby who produced more than eight thous- 
and beloved hymns. This volume presents heart- 
warming pictures from the life of this consecrated 
poetess, who, though physically blind yet spiritually 
able to see the Light of the World, expressed her 
love for Him in sacred music. 


TWENTY MISSIONARY STORIES FROM 
LATIN AMERICA, by Basil Miller. Zondervan 
Publishing House. $1.50. This book gives startling, 
nevertheless factual, stories of God’s miraculous 
movings among benighted Latin Americans, They 
tug at the heart and electrify the soul to the glorifi- 
cation of Him to Whom these consecrated mission- 
aries in tropical Latin America witness at His loving 
command. 


LIBLE STORY COLOR BOOK, Zondervan 
Publishing House. 50 cents. This book designed 
for children is illustrated to give Old Testament 
Bible stories in their continuity and hold the child’s 
interest. The books in this series are a welcome 
supplement to the child’s religious education and 
training. 
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tures like the full-color picture Bible 


story in “Primary Bible Story’ assure 
more Bible teaching, more interest, in- 
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ples—state class. Also, samples of lesson 
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Graded, class (Nursery through Adult) 
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I SEEN HIM WHEN HE DONE IT, by Gladys 
Blanchard Muller and Dorothy Blanchard Bennett. 
Van Kampen Press. $1.25. A handbook on Christian 
etiquette. This book is highly entertaining. Both 
authors and publisher dedicate the book, whose title 
alone is such a violent affront to grammatical sensi- 
bility, to the cause of happier and more effective 
Christian conduct and contacts. 
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WOMEN'S WORK 


Resolutions As We Face 
The New Church Year 


RESOLVED— 


That I will make a practice of going to church 
regularly every Sunday, and let my unfailing at- 
tendance become a constant stimulus to the minister 
and the choir, a source of inspiration to other 
worshipers, and a helpful influence to the youth of 
the community. 


That I will go to church on time, arrive a few 
minutes before the beginning of the service and 
silently bow in prayer to ask the divine blessing 
upon the services of the day, and upon all who 
gather anywhere for the worship of Almighty God. 


That I will keep an eager and open mind, will 
lay aside my prejudices and willingly listen to the 
message which God has put into the minister’s heart 
to deliver. 


That I will maintain a reverent silence while in 
the house of God; will refrain from whispering to 
my neighbor, from rustling the leaves of the hymnal, 
and from looking at my watch in the middle of the 
sermon. 


That I will take an active part in the. service, 
and, instead of sitting listlessly back in the pew to 
watch what others are doing, will join heartily in 
the singing and responsive reading and be an atten- 
tive listener while the choir sings and the minister 
preaches. 


That I will regularly pay my weekly pledge for 
the support of the church; that I will give willingly 
and cheerfully. That I will realize that I am paying 
for value received, and not handing out a dole to 
charity. 


That I will have a cheery greeting for my fellow 
worshipers at the close of the service; that I will 
he!p give the church an atmosphere of warmth and 
friendliness. 


That I will take special pains to speak to’ the 
stranger and give him a cordial invitation to come 


again. 


That [ will have a word of appreciation for the 
minister; that I will thank him for the help and 
comtort which the sermon gives me, and so en- 
courage him to prepare an even better sermon for 
the following Sunday. 


That I will regard going to church as a privilege 
as well as an obligation, a pleasure and not a burden, 
an opportunity as well as a responsibility, a paying 
investment instead of a mortgage on my time and 
money. 
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SIX ISSUES OF OUR HOPE, “ — of 
Bible Exposition”— Inspiration and help for a 
richer ministry—ONLY 25c. 

THIS SPECIAL OFFER (to Ministers only) is 
made possible by a friend of the magazine who 
has paid the remainder of the subscription 
price (Regular price for six months $1.50). 


OUR HOPE is a 64-page, enthusiastically 
read magazine, with such regular contributors 
as the Editor, E. Schuyler English; Frank E. 
Gaebelein; H. A. Ironside; Herbert Lockyer; 
Wilbur M. Smith; Lehman Straus; Alex. H. 
Stewart; and others. 


MAIL 25¢ TODAY for six big issues —use 
handy coupon below— your first copy will be 
mailed immediately. Act Today. 


l SPECIAL COUPON FOR MINISTERS | 


Enclosing 25c for six big issues of Our Hope 
| Magazine— I understand a friend is paying the re- | 
mainder of the subscription price so that I may 

| acquainted with the “Bible Exposition” Magazine. 


Name 


State 


City ais 
| Mail to: OUR HOPE, Box 146-S Waretown, New Jersey | 


| 
Address ___. | 


That when | go away from church I will carry 
my religion into my home and my place of business, 
my pleasure and my social relationships, and that | 
will endeavor to make my life a living witness for 


Christ. 
—Selected. 


What I Would Like 


From My Women 
By Rev. James L. Fowle, D.D. 


CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. 


As a pastor of one ot our city churches | would 
like so much for the women of my church to pray 
for me. There are so many temptations that come to 
those of us who are ministers of the gospel. 


If God blesses our labors and we are successful, 
it is so easy for us to become conceited and for pride 
to dominate our daily living. If the way is difficult 
and reverses are constantly encountered, we tend to 
grow discouraged and despondent and low moods 
take away our radiance and our joy. 


There are so many important decisions that we 
have to make, not alone for ourselves but for those 
who seek our counse] and advice. ‘The South 1: 
rapidly changing from a rural to an urban com- 
munity. Many problems of social change are facing 
us. 

Millions of our boys and girls are not in Sunday 
School; great numbers of our people do not know 
our Lord and Saviour. I would like to feel that day 
by day the women of my church are undergirding 
the work of the church with prayers for their pastor 
that he might be a man who would “expect great 
things from God and attempt great things for God.” 
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| should be so grateful if my women would talk to 
(sod for me rather than to one another about me. 


| would like for the women of my church to be 
true and faithful witnesses for our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. So much time is spent in dis- 
cussing inconsequential things and so little time is 
given to telling others about the love of God in 


Christ Jesus. 


The witnessing of the pastor alone can never win 
the masses for Christ. What a great help it would 
be if the women of our churches would enter into 
the ministry of soul winning. It may be a husband 
is out of Christ, or a child, or a neighbor. 


One does not have to look far for opportunities to 
introduce another to Jesus Christ. Our churches 
would grow and the cause of Christ would be 
greatly strengthened if the women would use their 
social contracts and their God given graces to lead 
others to an acceptance of our Lord. 


| would like for my women to realize that God 
has called them to be educators. The greatest school 
in the world is the home. Here attitudes are formed 
and life direction and purposes is set. Edward T. 
Sullivan has written: ““When God wants an im- 
portant thing done in this world and a wrong 
righted he moves about it in a very singular way. He 
does not release His thunderbolts or stir up His 
earthquakes, He simply has a tiny, helpless baby 
born; perhaps in a very obscure home; perhaps of a 
very humble mother. Then He puts the idea or 
purpose into the mother’s heart. She puts it into the 
baby’s mind and then God waits.” 


It is usually our women who teach boys and 
yirls in the home the catechisms of the Church; who 
read them God’s Word and tell them the beautiful 
stories that it contains. I would like for the women 
of my church to dedicate to God, even before birth, 
their babies, that like Jeremiah, God would call 
many of these precious little ones to enter into His 
service. 


Then the fields that are white to the harvest 
would be reaped and the call of our church for 
seven hundred additional pastors and two hundred 
Directors of Religious Education would be answered 
and the vacant churches would have the ministry of 
men and women of God. 


| would like for the women of my church to be 
loyal to my church and its pastor. I would like for 
them to express this loyalty in faithful attendance 
upon all services of the church; in prayerful steward- 
ship of their possessions and in expression to others 
of their love for the fundamental truth of God for 
which our church stands. 


Little is accomplished by gospel tramps. 1 would 
like for tarnished convictions and anemic faith to 
have go place in the hearts and lives of the women 
of my church. In speaking to one of my friends who 
is a minister of another denomination I asked “What 
would you like best from the women of your 
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i Vacation Bible School this year 
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_________ FREE copies of the 1951 DVBS 
book of ideas, “Ceiling Unlimited” by 
Bernice T. Cory. 


GET THIS BOOK FROM YOUR FAVORITE DEALER OR 


church?” He replied: “I would like for them to 
think we have the best church in town and the best 
pastor, and if they don’t think so to help me make 
it so.” Critical belittling talk about a church or a 
pastor destroys confidence and creates division. On 
the other hand, unswerving loyalty inspires to 
greater achievement. 


It has been my happy privilege in the churches 
that I have served to have been greatly blessed by 
so many faithful, self-sacrificing and Christ-like 
women. They have fulfilled my highest expectations. 
Without their prayers and presence our work could 
not have been carried on successfully. For the friend- 
ship, encouragement, and sustaining help of the 
Women of the Church, I am profoundly grateful 
and concerning whom I say with the Apostle Paul, 
“T thank my God upon every remembrance of you.” 
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On Toward Two Goals 


One Spiritual Life goal for the Women of the 
Church is “every woman studying the Bible in some 
group” and for the past four years an annual goal 
in the Program of Progress has been a “ten per cent 
increase in Sunday School attendance.” These are 
two worthy goals which have not yet been attained. 
However, the Sunday School study opportunities of 
the new year should enlist a response which will 
lead us on toward these two goals. 


One woman was heard to say the other day, “I 
never realized I knew so little about the Old Testa- 
ment until | started reading the Bible through for 
the first time in my life in January of this year. It 
is thrilling to get the context of events that have 
stood out in Biblical history.”’ 


A similar thrill may be yours in the April, May 
and June Sunday School Bible lessons which offer 
the rare opportunity of getting great epochs of the 
Bible in their setting and seeing their significance to 
the life of the Church and the spread of the Gospel 
in every age of the Christian era. 


It’s an opportunity you cannot afford to miss 
which your Sunday School will offer, even if you’ve 
not been a Sunday School “‘go-er’” up until now, you 
are urged to attend an adult class this first quarter 
of the new Church year. You will find the worship, 
study and fellowship of the Sunday School add 
something of joy to your Church life that you have 
not known before. 


And not least among the values of your Sunday 
School experience will be the encouragement you 
give to the class leaders, Sunday School officers, 
and the life of the whole Sunday School in its 
educational and evangelistic service to all age groups. 


The Sunday School is just one more of the fine 
opportunities aftorded you to follow the injunction 
of the Word, “Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 


Go TO SUNDAY SCHOOL next Sunday! 


New Tracts 


Those seeking a tract suitable for distribution 
among bereaved triends and neighbors will find “In 
‘Time Of Sorrow” useful. This four-page folder, 
just released by the American Tract Society, has a 
comtorting message for those who have lost loved 
ones. It is written by Dr. George Wells Arms, 
au hor of “The Glory Of Sickness” and “The 
Glory Of Old Age.” 


“The Tithe” is another new tract. This brief pre- 
sentation of the case for tithing, written by Rev. 
Earl C. Wolf, will be welcomed by pastors and 
others interested in stewardship literature. 
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The Liquor Problem 
Can Be Solved 


The solution of the alcohol problem would be 
well within the range of the present generation, if a 
few reasonable and practical things would be achiev- 
ed follows: 


a. If all liquor advertising were abolished—as it 
was for thirteen years, throughout the United States 
of America. 


b. If all intelligent persons, knowing the inescap- 
able influence of personal example, should frown 
upon social drinking. 


c. If every state in the United States would make 
as searching, exhaustive and completely unbiased a 
study of taxation and its relation to alcoholic bever- 
ages and other evils, as has Massachusetts, and 
would act upon its findings. 


d. And if the tragic experience of countless 
mothers and fathers, and the zeal of Christian 
leaders, could be enlisted in a movement to under- 
take and maintain thoroughgoing education on the 
alcohol problem, of children at every school age 
level, and of adults, through adequate presentation 
of the facts. 

If these perfectly feasible things could be done, 
the liquor problem would be a thing of the past in- 
side of this generation. 


These are not Utopian chimeras, impossible ot 
achieving. They are now awaiting the adequate 
support and application of informed, thinking people 
everywhere. 


These four “Ifs’” deal with four possibilities ot 
progress in solving the liquor problems, but to do 1: 
most effectively we must resort to a fifth “It” 
which is a basic essential, without which there is no 
hope of meeting the terrific pressure. The fifth “If” 
is Christ’s teaching, which we might call “The 
Mustard Seed If,”’ found in two verses of Matthew: 


“T say unto you, if ve have faith as a grain ot 
mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, 
remove hence to yonder place, and it shall remove; 
and nothing shall be impossible unto you ... And 
all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believ- 
ing, ye shall receive.” Matthew 17:20; 21:22. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


National Christian 
College Sunday 


National Christian College Sunday, April 8, 
1951, will be observed through the United States in 
all denominations. 


[t is a day in which the attention of church mem- 
bers will be called to their Christian colleges—their 
magnificent record in the past, their present services 
today, their many problems of operation, and their 
tremendous importance for the maintaining and 
Christianizing of our Civilization. 


The Division of Higher Education of the Board 
of Education, April 8 will furnish local churches a 
publication headed, “Grave Facts! Good News! 
Confident Realities! About our Presbyterian Col- 
lees!’ Be sure to see this message is distributed in 
vour church. If you need additional copies, write 
the Secretary of Higher Education, Hunter B. 


Blakely, P. O. Box 1176, Richmond, Va. 


Wissionary Activities 

The following information on our missionaries 
has come from the Board of World Missions, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. : 


Rev. and Mrs. A. L. Davis of the East Brazil 
\[ission are expected to arrive in this country April 
lo for their regular furlough year. 


Rev. and Mrs. Alex McCutchen of the Congo 
Mission, now at Mission Haven, Decatur, Ga. on 
on furlough, have adopted a baby girl. They received 
her into their custody March 12 when she was 
approximately two months old. She has been named 


Edith Marietta. 


Sarah McElroy Junkin was born Mareh 6 to 
Rev. and Mrs. William Junkin. The Junkins are 
China missionaries who have returned to this 
country. Rev. Junkin is at present serving the 
church in Tazewell, Va. 


Dicks To Lead 
S. C. Seminars 


Rev. Howard G. McClain, Executive Director of 
the Christian Action Council, has announced that 
Professor Russell L. Dicks of Duke University will 
lead six conferences on “Counseling Problem Drink- 
ers” early in May. The place and date of meetings 
is as follows: 


Anderson, April 30; Greenwood, May 1; Co- 
‘umbia, May 7; Greenville, May 8; Charleston, 
May 14; Florence, May 15. 
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The Seminars are co-sponsored by the Christian 
Action Council and the Ministerial association in 
the various communities. 


Spencer Appointed Assistant 


To Davidson President 

Davipson, N. C.—Sam R. Spencer Jr., of Cam- 
bridge, Mass., and Columbia, S$. C., has been named 
Assistant to the President at Davidson College, 
President John R. Cunningham has announced. 


Spencer, who is now at Harvard University, will 
begin work at Davidson this summer. He replaces 
Rev. Ernest Arnold who resigned in February. 


Tennessee Synod 
To Build Negro Church 


In Nashville Section 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (PN )—The Synod of Tenn- 
essee has voted unanimous approval of an effort to 
raise from the white churches within its bounds 
$75,000 for building a church in the Negro Unt- 
versity and College section of Nashville. With 
$30,000 already in hand, that amount will provide 
something over $100,000 for the erection of this 
building. 


The $75,000 has been apportioned among the 
Presbyteries as follows: Columbia, $10,000; Mem- 
phis, $25,000; Nashville, $40,000. Memphis and 
Nashville Presbyteries have accepted their quotas 
and are taking steps to raise the money. Columbia 
has not acted as yet but is expected to take its quota 
at the next meeting of Presbytery. 


| 
MASTERS 
| 4 HOODS | 4 
| 
| 
15 


